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Headline Results

The NSROC region currently has a population of over 589,000, hosts around 354,000
jobs and has more than 70,000 resident businesses. The local economy has
experienced growth each year since 2005 reaching a peak in 2013 at $53.7 billion

making up almost 16% of the metropolitan Sydney economy.

NSROC has identified two key regional prioirities important for local government in

guiding region al growth over the next two years. These are:

1. Better Manage Urban Growth

2. Improved Servi ce Delivery

The information presented in this Regional Update provides key indicators for the
region . These will help to inform the implementation of the actions arising from the

regional priorities which relate to urban growth and service needs.
Urban Gro wth

Since 2007, the region has generally been growing at around 1.5%. While this level of
growth is lower than many areas of Sydney, it is nonetheless significant for services
planning and resource allocation, particularly given the older age profile of th e

Region compared to Sydney overall.

Growth in the Region  will continue to be dominated by infill housng in existing areas,

placing continued strain on social and physical infrastructure.

There will continue to be challenges in providing affordable housing . The costs of
housing both for loan repayments and rental reflects the desirability of real estate in
the Region, which includes some of the most desirable and expensive housing in the
city. This is likely to disproportionately affect the young, elderly a nd those in lower

paid employment.

The provision of quality transport is key to enabling access to the many jobs in the
Region. The opening of the Epping to Chatswood railway has resulted in a large

increase in those using the train to access employment

NSROC
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Service Needs

The population of the Region is forecast to increase from 573,000 in 2011 to 647,000
in 2021 Ja 13% increase. The 0 -4 year old population is expected to increase by
around 3,400, the 12 -17 year old (or high school) population is expected to increase
from 41,000 to 48,000 and the 70+ population is expected to increase by over a

guarter. These changes will present significant challenges for all levels of

government.

Many areas of the Region will prove difficult and expensive to retrofit with  expanded
services required as a result of the incre ases in these key age groups. Success will
require innovation and cooperation from the three tiers of government in developing

workable and cost effective solutions to these challenges.

Key Statistics

9 Official 2013 Estimated Residential Popualtion was 589, 317
Housing density has been increasing over the last decade
The popualtion is expected to increase  13% to approx. 647,000 between 2011
and 2021

9 Significant growth in ages 12  -17 is expected to put pres sure on schools

9 Significant growth in ages 70 and older is expected to require an increase in
aged care facilities

1 Lower proportion of 25 (34 year olds in the region when compared to Greater
Sydney

1 The leading industry for Jobs in NSROC is Professional, S  cientific and Technical
Services, which increased by over 8,000 in the 2006 -2011 period

T NSROC LGAs import workers form areas whilst  over half of NSROC residents
leave the region to go to their places of work.

1 Between 2006 and 2011 the proportion of people travelling to work by train or
bus increased by 12,038 (from 22.8% to 26%) (Greater Sydney was 19.6%

1 Housing loan payments and rents are considerably higher than those of

Greater Sydney

NSROC

- ¥
the o '[‘ Northern Sydney
: gogzr?slon Regional Organisation
8 X

of Councils



Northern Sydney Region

Berowra Helghts
s

-
| a

)
West Pem};ﬁ.’ Hills

- ‘tlxl Nofth Epping
>y d

v
Chiatswocd West

=~ Willoughby

<
[ iEnecuveorth

orthWitloughby

i G, Willoughl

S
Camc’iha"'\\
v

Hossiul ) Putney

) 2 X ‘ Groen
I R H"I S v (=
.'.fc~"1?;<2 - v L - Woowich - el U

] -

Y 1 R |\ Chiswick Birchgrove .
| o R T L LR

1 I3

K

Complled and presented by .Id, the population expents.

'NSROC

Northern Sydney
Regional Organisation
of Councils

the
population
experts



Introduction

The Northern Sydney Regional Organisation of Counci Is comprises seven local
government areas (LGAs): Hornsby Shire, Hunters Hill Municipality, Ku -ring -gai
Council, Lane Cove Council, North Sydney Council, City of Ry  de and Willoughby City.
The region was settled early in the  European settlement of New South  Wales.
However , residential development was slow until the completion of the Sydney
Harbour Bridge in 1932. Significant population growth occurred post World War 11, as

the whole Australian population was booming. Growth has been steady in recent
decades, with much of it coming from urban infill, with a focus on medium and high

density housing.

The official 2013 Estimated Residential Population for  the region is estimated at
589,000. The largest of the seven LGAs is Hornsby Shire with a population of 167,0  00.

Current population

Population _ _
Land area Population density

589,354 63,742 9.25

ABS ERP 2013 hectares (637 Km?) persons per hectare

Estimated Resident Population (ERP)

NSROC Region

+600,000

+400,000
+200,000
0

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
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LGA Population as at 2013

Hornsby Shire 166,855
Hunters Hill Municipality 14,491
Ku-ring -gai Council area 119,027
Lane Cove Council area 33,996
North Sydney Council area 69,285
City of Ryde 112,545
Willoughby City 73,155
Total 589,354

Source: Regional Population Growth, Australia, 2012-13 (cat. no. 3218.0)

From 2006 to 2011, the regional  population i ncreased by 28,800 people (5.6%). This
represents an average annual population change of 1.09% per year over the period.

Age Structure

At the time of the 2011 Census, the NSROC Region had a slightly older age structure
than the Greater Sydney average. Ther e are higher proportions of those aged 50

years or over, and si gnificantly fewer young adults.

There are, however, some differences among the LGAs. Lane Cove and North Sydney
have higher proportions of  young workers (25 -34 years) and Hunters Hill and K u-
ring -gai have slightly older populations than NSROC as a whole. This age structure is
indicative of the dwelling structure of the Lower North Shore, where a large

proportion of medium and higher density housing is available in close proximity to

large numbe rs of jobs, attracting a younger population.

The chart on the next page compares  regional age structure with Greater Sydney in
2011. The Region had smaller proportions of its population aged 0O -4 years, similar
proportions of 12 -17 year olds and higher prop ortions aged 70+.

Within the NSROC Region, only Lane Cove and Willoughby had higher proportions of
0-4 year olds than Greater Sydney in 2011. Hornsby, Hunters Hill and Ku -ring -gai all
had higher proportions of 12  -17 year olds compared to Greater Sydney.  Of the
population aged 70+, all areas had higher proportions compared to Greater Sydney

except for North Sydney.
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The largest changes in the age structure in this area between 2006 and 2011 were in
the age groups:

1 Empty nesters and retirees (60 to 69) (+8,64 5 people)
1 Parents and homebuilders (35 to 49) (+4,408 people)

Age structure - service age groups, 2011

Total persons
Il NSROC Region W Greater Sydney

Babies and pre-schoolers (0 to 4) _
Primary schoolers (5to 11) _
Secondary schoalers (1210 17) _
Tertiary education and independence (18 to 24) _

“Young woarkforce (25 to 34) _

Parents and homebuilders (35 to 49) _

Older workers and pre-retirees (50to 59) _
Empty nesters and retirees (80 to 69) _
Seniors (70 to 54)

Elderly aged (85 and over) -

Service age group (years)

0 5 10 15 20
% of the population

Forecast population

The table below shows population forecasts for key age groups in the NSROC Region

to 2021 fromthe .id Small Area Forecast Information (SAFi) forecasts

The figures are ba sed on a combination of elements : macro and migration trend
analysis, historic demographic data, and land development supply and demand

factors. This approach considers both the capacity of a region as well as the historic
propensities to provide an accura te estimate of the size and characteristics of future

populations.

These are independent forecasts based on .id analysis and are not designed to match
any other set of forecasts. They are slightly lower than the State Government

forecasts at 2021.

The region al population is forecast to increase from 573,000 in 2011 to 647,000 in
2021 (a 13% increase. The 0-4 year old population is expected to increase by around

3,400, presenting challenges for Councils providing infant and preschool services.
=R
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The 12-17 year old (or high school ) population is expected to increase from 41,000 to
48,000. This will create significant challenges for the provision of secondary

education in the region to 2021

The 70+ population is also expected  to increase by over a quarter betw een 2011 and
2021 resulting in substantial demand for aged care services provided by all levels of

government.
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Forecast population, various years and age groups

Total
Population 2011 2016 2021
Hornsby (A) 163,906 171,885 180,218
Hunters Hill (A) 13,864 14,328 15,033
Kuring-gai (A) 114,564 124,820 132,242
Lane Cove (A) 33,186 34,545 35,924
North Sydney (A) 67,022 72,036 74,560
Ryde (C) 108,429 118,867 129,771
Willoughby (C) 71,652 75,771 79,075
Region 572,623 612,252 646,822
Source: .id Small Area Forecast information, NSW, 2013
0-4 year olds 2011 2016 2021
Hornsby (A) 10,203 10,180 10,674
Hunters Hill (A) 837 868 901
Kuring-gai (A) 6,389 6,715 7,100
Lane Cove (A) 2,141 2,240 2,312
North Sydney (A) 3,221 3,359 3,444
Ryde (C) 6,911 7,569 8,309
Willoughby (C) 5,184 5,444 5,586
Region 34,887 36,375 38,325
Source: .id Small Area Forecast information, NSW, 2013
12¢ 17 year olds 2011 2016 2021
Hornsby (A) 13,720 14,289 15,467
Hunters Hill (A) 1,477 1,503 1,576
Kuring-gai (A) 11,160 12,124 13,239
Lane Cove (A) 2,330 2,449 2,655
North Sydney (A) 1,941 2,135 2,391
Ryde (C) 6,545 7,209 8,250
Willoughby (C) 4,197 4,542 4,994
Region 41,369 44,252 48,572
Source: .id Small Area Forecast information, NSW, 2013
70+ year olds 2011 2016 2021
Hornsby (A) 16,168 18,043 20,510
Hunters Hill (A) 2,001 2,143 2,514
Kuring-gai (A) 14,719 16,963 19,173
Lane Cove (A) 3,058 3,298 3,698
North Sydney (A) 5,398 6,196 7,100
Ryde (C) 11,221 12,331 14,482
Willoughby (C) 6,372 6,989 8,119
NSROC Region 58937 65,963 75,596

Source: .id Small Area Forecast information, NSW, 2013
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Building Approvals
Residential building approvals
NSROC Region I House approvals B Other dwelling approvals
8,000
5,000
4,000
L]
= 2,000
£
=
=
2001-02 2003-04 2005-06 2007-08 200810 2011-12 2012-13 201314 201314
2002-03 2008-07 2008-09 2010-11 2012-13 201314 201314

Financial year

Experts.

\ . - _— \ . e o . . . m
Sovurce: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0). Compiled and presented by .id, the population d
.I Kper

The chart above shows residential building approvals in the NSROC Region between
2001-02 and 2013 -14. These numbers are published by the Australian Bureau of

Statistics (ABS) and show two major trends:

1 Firstly, a large overall increase in dwelling  approvals
1 Secondly, a significant increase in the proportion of these dwellings that are of

medium and high density

These trends are occurring right across the NSRO  C Region.
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Housing Payments

Housing loan quartiles, 2011
I MNSROC Region [ Greater Sydney

&0

20
m .

Lowest group Medium lowest Medium highest Highestgroup

% of households

Loan repayment quartile group

. n o ~ O - - |
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Fapulation and Hous ng, 2011 (Enumerated data the
omplied and presentedin i:":‘f 100y .1d, INE populaton eXperts. I popasation
L] Kpens
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The above chart shows th at NSROC housing loan payments are considerably higher
than those of Greater Sydney. This is directly related to the overall cost of housing in
the NSROC Region compared to Greater Sydney. The NSROC Reg ion includes some
of the most desirable real estate in Sydney . There is some variation within the NSROC
Region, with Ryde having the highest proportion of its housing loans in the lowest
quartiles . Ku-ring -gai by contrast had 56.9% of its housing loans in the highest

quartile.
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Change in housing loan quartiles, 2006 to 2011

NSROC Region

Lowest group Medium lowest Medium highest

+5,000

+4,000

+3,000

+2,000

+1,000

Mumber of households

Loan repayment quartile group

Highest group

The chart above shows there has been an increase all quartiles between 2006 and

2011, with the largest increase in the highest quartile. The pattern of increases being

focussed in the lowest and highest quartile was consistent acro
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